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What is our Fate ? 

PARUUUiaENT PROMISES NEW ACT 

' . Aborisrines of New South Wales aie anxiously awaiting the New 
Aboi'lgities Act pramised for the present session of Parliament. 

' #hftt m^li mt t&inf ISr. Bifoxner h«s pt'omlsed "a New 
Jleal". How will they shuffle the caKds? 

t' terntinai^^ n^ as dtirii^ . „ 

The following article describes a^iatal e6#jilitt(W^ itt 9- 
South Wales township at the present time. 



. . • bg a Tramlter 

' Collarenebri, on the banks of the liar- 
yvon River, is noted for what \s callucl 

' ioith^ ornanients. 

JflUj a visitor to Collarciiebfi, J went to 
1^ Jftiis place. One niitt out of town 1 
ii^^lil at the Blacks' C>iiiip, which is a 
eraupof linitipies tnadc of Haltened kero- 
"sene tins and boughs. 
^ What I aa.w.:at the Bkcl^-s' Camp was 
Sm. interesting' thai I did rot go on im- 
mediately to see the Cemetery. I. atui 
much more iittercstMl in living j^feS^^ip- 
tiies than in rlcatl Aljorigijies; 

Moticing a number of children [jeepitiK 
shyly arnunc! the humpies. 1 ^skta 
whether thy went to sdiHoI, ;inr1 was 
tofti "No, thuit is a colour-bar ici Collar- 
enebril" ^• 

Further encjuiries levelled that ihcrt 
itre more than twenty cliildrcii of school 
ag(!, living ill the Blacks' Camp, one milu 
from the public scltool nt Collarenebri ; 
but none of tticse children dare present 
themselves at the .fttiilSie' |<$ig^f ^t^^ 
for education. 

Claased as "NigaerBf' 
Many of these children are halfcnsus, 
or ' quarter-castes. Almost all have 
"whitemen's blood" in their veiruj and 
are the childf*^ m ^mtMAWfett ttf 
white men. 

r saw two [iltic girls' with red hair, and 
three children \vith flaxen-white hair, ft 
would be impossible at fnsL glance to tell 
the dit^ferencc hetweeri some of these 
children nnd the siitt&tlilied' iM'iS 
ren of the town. 

Hut the parents tiarc not sand them to 
the Public .School, because they are 
chissetl as "ni(^f;crs", and would lie tor- 
mented by the other children. Also, there 
wuuld be "reprisals" by the white cili- 
/iens of Collaiciiehri, if llic blacks dared 
to send ti(#r fthiWfeW to tlsi public 
school. 

As the blacks ai'c dejiciident on tlie 
Whites for the n^ht to work (at cheap 
rates) ihey do not wish ii^r the 
hatred of tlie wliite men. 

.So they kee() their kfl£li$^ ifl: ; h^ifhe, 
away from sdmol. 

Hurs are the names of the children of 
Kdiool age,' who are growing up, without 
educatioii, one mile front t^e. .ft<&3i<£ 
schdiol at Gotlareiicl/ri : 
, C^tti Thorite' X f^mUyi Jftissic, E4- 
iv^ardy Rene, Cecil, Dulcit;, Eri& 

Kctmcdy's fatuity', Alfred, WlUrant, 
,Edna, Grace. 

Wethere^f's family t Rwe. Jf«^)«*), 

• WhVf f amity: Lindsay, Jod, fsoiwl, . 
,. liCS, Cmibo's /udnVj*; "Sliirleyi ])avid. 



Gu.r, Cif.iiiho's fiim\ly; liona, ^yvlt 

Mumiy's family. Hazel, Leila. 

Croaker's family ; Cecil, Alati. 

Th^ above is a list of twenty- four 
cldldren, ages botSYQen five and fourteen 
year?, at py««e«t ^iritftaut dblioollng at 

^h^ |»irents ot these children find em- 
Ijlajnnctiit in Coilarenefiri and district, the 
men mostly engaged in bush wori( niul 
some of the wom^ .dpiqj^ lauildry work 
for the people of tiie iwrni 

These people arc almost all born nl 
C:oTlKi'ene[>i-i, and ltiey'"(to nof AVisti"; if-j 
leave the vicinity where they arc known' 
a>iti can get employment. 

roliee ufRccrsand others luive advised 
the Aliorigines to leave Coltarenebin and; 
f;0 w-ith-tfieir fiSiinilles 'to_nrcwarriiia:W 
Pillijia GSBfvemiricht Resc'rves, so that'tlie 
diiidren tiiity bs edwcatctl at Aiiottginal 
.Schools. 

The parents say lliey lu'c terrllied of 
the Covenimeiu Reserves, because their 
children would be "apprenticed out" to 
while eniployo s, and perhaps the parents 
would iit^ver see them thereafter. 

Also, tliu atmosnhere of the Cluveni- 
nient" T\ts[ir\fc ivnu1f[ lie dciiifjrflli.sni^ to 
the jiarciits themselves, as they do not 
wish to live ris parasites, drawing Gov- 
ernment rations, herded with stranffcra 
froiTi other districts. ■ '% 

Serious complainl.s nre made bj' 'JliC 
Aborigines of Collarcnebfi regarding of- 
ficial intimidation used by Government 
representatives in an attempt to forci. 
these eight famili^ .^ein!9^ 
ernment .Station. 

intimidation 

It is alleged that police nfificers ha\'c 
peremptorily ordeied an Aboriginal 
jnother to remove herself and children 
to a Covernment Reserve, and have 
threatened that, in the alternative, the 
children will be forcibly removed. 

The police intimidation consists ,in al- 
leging that the mother is immoral and 
that the children ms not projssfly csml 
for by her. 

The husband of this woman is a K"<'d 
ty[ie of husb-wrirker, who is in almost 
cfjM.-ilinit cmpioymeiit. 

Very fcW' of the Aborigines at Collar- 
eiiel)ri <lr;iw Government rntlrjn.s or dole, 
and the Alwrigincs Protection Hoard ap- 
pears to take little nr no interc^ .p ^ 
welfare of these people. 

The obvious need is for ilie clilMvcn 
Co be iiermitted, or campellcd, li> attend . 
the Public >^l:ho^Jl,'but, aH their educa- 
tion has hitherttJ Iteen ncf^lected, the 
Governttwtit could perhaps send a u.*mp-'- 
oi^aw' teachcfc ^specialty fnr the coloured 
chiltlren, fp w^rk* in si "provisional" 
schonl im01'tfie: children ifniiicd sufiicienl 
ciinilckntK: to Iw aWc to tittentl ijw (lub- 




y^S4fen at ColIar«nebrl, July, 193i^. 



Tlic' aljtjve iiicturc, tafcen at Collareiiebri, N.S.W., in July, njjS, shows a • ■ 
giSCftip Oif Alwriginal children wfio are deliarred from nttendtng tlie Cbllar- 
erill^i Public School. Thev arc grO^hjg. ftp ■without education :on the out- i ■„ • 
sHrts of the town. The pai-eiils of ltt^'CTUdi'itn.affcBelf-supp^^ 
haw tm«id tbe :eliiMrra,hc»ltl)ily, ,fl* Jift;«ii# bfi, 8een from eiie photograijh.': •.. -.- 



• •'U ivijuSd ida[j '.Stfill nccc.isiiry ■ for thi; 
iiitiseens ni Collarenebri to learn 'to he 
moi e decent and humane in lirdc-.attteswlc 
,to the Aliorigines. 

It is stated' by the bl;ii.-ks thrit there is 
a special ^v■;^rcl for Aboi'l^'iues at (he local 
"hnspitai, and nlso that Abori^rinal men, 
women ;tiid girls would not d^re lo at- 
loid II (lance in Collnrenebri, 

The j(d;e is, according tn the Ahoi'if;- 
ines, ihiit many of the sn-tnllcd "white" 
eittJ:etis of Coltiircnehri have Aboriginal 
grandmother.'; or jijreai-giandmothers, 
hut are not prnud of. the Aboriginal heri- 
tage, as tlicy should -1)6 I ■ • .V, . ''^i 
Colour Pre/adic^ 

Other white men, whoi piwtfiitd tui "look 
down" on the blacks, have attempted to 
seduce Alioriginal wonieii ; and ntherii 
again do not hcsitat-c to cmjiloy Aborijjf- 
incs, hath male and fetn^'e; ;Bt far 14«s 
ili;m "dward" wages. 

The "Abo Call" calls upon Mr. Yeo, 
member of parliament for thi!> district, to 
pfntect the Aboriginal families of Collar- 
enebri from the pcrsectuion to which 
they arc subjected, 

Wt; call upon Mr, Drummond, Min- 
ister for h'.rtneation. in do hh duty and 
prnvidc edi.it;Fitioii, "Compulsory, secglar, 
and free", for the tu'ciily-four children, 
named in thff; article, most of whom are 
the cbildi^rfrof- g*Sfefl'scTi»M1^ -ihif ft^:S,tc 
men. 

We call upon M i'. Gollan, Chief .Secret- 
ary, to instruct his ijnticc officers to cease 
iminiidate »if Ato^glneii M (MlBtme- 
hri. ■ . " 

We call tipon jMr, Hawkins, Minister 
for Sni:ial .Services, to send an officer dj 
looli into the social welfare of the col- 
oured human bdngs of this loivn and 
district, 

We c:iil ujioii Ail'. L.ang. as "LiilMjur" 
leader, lo secure uts'ard cesnditiiaira for 
tlie-iie dark [leople. 

We call upcm all deireiU while people 
[jf ^'c^r .South Walwi to open their eye.i 
to The "Itrilijsh alrocilies" vvbicb arc oc- 
cni:rii]^ in our oyi'ti com in unity at the 
jjt^e^^ .iipifc 

jfie^ ijj dentii, tbt'^jldui-'hur is draivn 
at. :^t|j|ptiehri. 

•' I'he 'Hacfks have a cem.etery of their 
owfu out in the btish, tiie ■nattittlt^S pa^f* 
cgvcrefl with broken glass "^(^^eii , . t 



Royal Commissiqn. NM^^_ 



The Alisrl^nes ■ ' ^ .{^i^aifiltf' '^t'- 
jfjimng. their ^g^ JvesAWiiB attcl %s«iti > 



in,T^.$,W. and" Viirf:4|)fia-in''flrate „ 
againk t'liii ti'<MtflSfeht .!iiij|^iir ' 
are forctjcl to Ii\^ t^' feiij'i' We, tlic refiri?-* 
nanis of oilic i^lijis^ are appealing' to tlfe.- 
White ComflSiiyStJf'.Qf Avistralia, to force ... 
their Govcrntn^i^ to alee r , their law* 
.U'ainst us ajt.d.-ttJ '^f^at us' as tiormkl 
biitnaii beijiMj^^^;;Br(;;,\villing to forget' 
til 0' acts '^iif 'TOjtMliiSei meted out to AIjo- 
riginal men, women anti children in the 
past.! ifjnr treatment 1^ the Wl^itps ;has 
bsen and still.is.a.blot^tliK)^ thf.i^r:q|atitej 
of Aiistiatia thrdugl^i:^ ttief i^vtUg^t 
world and prevents Australians earning, • 
sood reputation dbroad. , * 

The Queensland Abprigincft whp are 
forced to the Chei-bo'urg Abbriginiat' Miss- 
ion .Station in Queensland are kept itt a 
conclilioii of .■icmi-starvation, and so are 
fnent.^lly and physieally tlepressed into 
a state which robs them of all ability;and 
initiative, The whole atmosphere of. the 
place is made depressing for such Abo- 
rijrinals so that their very desire for sur- 
vival is reduced almtjst to vjinishing 
piihil, Aiitl the system unrler which they 
siiffei' is c;illcd rroteciive! The wWq 
system is a hiindiuf^ and a swindle. 

The Queensland fiovtrnment holds 
,£250,000 in iriisl for Abofifiinals whose 
;iL'eujnul;iti;cl savings from 'earnings have 
rt.'tched lli;il .vnuHint, but which the Gov- 
ernment withholds friini theni! Is this •. 
irrjL a govei'ninenla) hiimbug.;nul swindle? 
i)f course il is! t iross and jjalpable, Iml 
tliou.'iands i)f Whiles kiio\v of it and eon- 
donu it.. ; 

[ji effect, Auslij'iiitl'ii^'l Hacks are Ijeliig 
d-i\',ly starved'to death^— mcntiLlly and 
pliv.sicidly ^.by-'i;^trittive legislation in- ■ 
tended to exTerliiiDiile them, The mean 
iiijtislice of lite fli.wrijjiinatinff laws 
flgainm the Aborigines of Australia 
slioulddiaye a royal commission to thur- 
njiig^l^ investigate and re|iorc upon.' The 
AvWciiis IfmMk ijase» on the (act that' tlie 
r.lacks are litklttr laws, eallpd "pi'otcet- 
ive", .ivhieh Bwcmte in iheir disfavour, 
wh^lhn* tittfBdetl to ftr. mi. ■ • *. . 
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CHALLENGE BY A GULF SQUATTER 
QUEENSLAND MINISTSA'S SXATEAlE:FfT . 



We have recclvetl "(torn jfir, R. M. 
Watson, of Gfegory l>t)iPnSi llurltetowti, 
Korth Queensland, die t'olipv^f ^tm 
litnii for The Abo Call 

The first item is from th*,:M«j8sWtt|i^ 
/iryns of i2th Januai-)- hst — 

i • ■ . QUEENSLAND AND 
■ . , ABORIGINES 



If the GbtmaonvFealft _can show that 
it wUt care tot Attstmlfait Aborigineii 
better than QueetoUtntt has done the 
State KiSlJ. ha^ over control without Atz- 
ntuf . . 

'irtSal* Sie attimtic; of the Quetnslund 
Qdvii^i^itteint, aceortHnf; tu tlic Minister 
for Home Affairs (Mr. Han Ion) who 
has taken a pcrsion.il interest in the Abo- 
rigines, aucl has .^twi<:,e visituil tlieir far 
northern Fesi^rm: 
, "We are not eoneernetl wilh tlie. tlfi^ 
officials or the advaitcemi^fe fflf 
aWW^E^Iogitits,'' .Ite saidj in tliseussin(f 
a ii^^ilt ^rotti' Mefbonme the Coin- 
mpiiweahh Government would call 
a conference of Fciitcrat State Min- 
isters to discuss thu future of Australia'^ 
-Almri^nes. "The very best must be dont 
fc^. .thts diminishing' native r;icc and Us 
welfare will be tht paramount eoiisidera- 
'tioa'pf thc^ Queensland Government," 

^eetislatid was doing more for Abo- 
.riidiiKt than fny other Goveriiment, Mr. 

Tlic second item l«ttcr sent Lo Die 
editor.pf ttev^ffl;«*i:jtoj^|y to the lit^t 
•iteinr'l«i"iwlM!'#e><^fe^ im pyW 

' Ji^ 

■ In the "Argus*' of tht; 12th January 
ail' article appears entitled, "QuccnslatuI 
and Aborigines — Minister's Views", in 
which it is stated, by Mr. Hanlon, that 
i the' , Queensland Government la doinj^ 
more for Aborigines than any other Gov- 
ernment. Wetf, my e^l>er^ence uf over 
40 years in tlie jiorth of (inccnsland, 
where we still,, employ aome Abos,, is 
that the Qiieen'siand Govenimetit treats 
them ill a, very uiifali' ami criitl niaiuier; 
for, in the tirst place, the Government 
takes twu-thirds of tlii^ Abos.' wages and 
S^^i that the amounts are put to the 



lust three years the Abos. got nothwg ^Jf 
^hts money; so ttrnt they robbed 
&i many thousands of iNMltpd&i 
kre, to my knowledge, rewEds tA Ahoi. 
^yirx woirft H|j0P«it»^» <?£ pquntls each, 
ye!t tnff -wrtviM jmtl ehlldi%n of same could 
TWt « pBnity> and ' 51^ had to be sup- 
jiorted hy their previous employers. In 
one such case, f v{^e4 9flke4 if these Abos. 
.were lenity married : L tmswered that 
the Abos.' marriage law \vii« t& ikadvfs^ 
as tl3e white pt^le's. At another tiiafe- 
J ^vas informed by the Otief Protector 
of Abos,y when 1 put in u daim on be- 
hair of thu wiife-aud- family of an Aim. 
who had worked 55 imffl for me, loi- 
some of the money that was noniinally 
jteW by the dead ntan — over one thous- 
and f^poiids: of his wages — that he, 
tiK Chief Protector, had no reegrd of the 
Abo., notwithstanding that the "local 
pi-olector" (a eonstable) held ftn eimuh^* 
at his death aiid aJaei brai^^ h^«, aitid 
had seiit the lijjjiei* |b thij IPi^sm^' mt 
the dijstri¥t. 

Another tcrrtblc injustice to the Abos. 
is allowing the local protector (a police- 
man) lo arrest Alx>s., from any part nf 
QiieertsJaiid, and have them deponed lo 
I 'aim Lslatxl; especially when t!i<;y luive 
committed no depredation whatever, hut 
onl of spile tu ■M\ employer. 
j^.Tlie Chief Protector maintains that 
the Abus, ftke being sent to* the fsland, 
whereas it is (jiiile the reverse, as can 
lie seen when f;iowii men and women 
come to their employers cryiiiif like 
cliiUlreii ;viid nsfcing lo be kept from go- 
iny. Also, Alio.';, have been found dead, 
cli[ij[iiTp to tloatinfj tree branches; in try- 
ing,' to j^et bade to their own country, A 
local proteetor can make an Aboriginal 
woman or man do anything by threaten- 
ing to semi then* Ib; tife; Ititaftd*— '4 
Queen 3 lander. 



The [hii'd iieiii k a note ilatucl 29th 
July, I'jaS, by "Carpentaria" — 

"A trjc;it policeman in the back tounlvy 
is a protuctor of Abos. Well, he can do 
wliiil he likes with Ai>o. jLtirls and men 
Iei llit^ ivay iii sitjnlti^ them on to an eni- 
]>loyer. no matter if the Abo. objects lo 
go with such a While, Is this slavery, 
and would any court in England say this 




to the JIcHk^WM®. 

19^8, Mr. R .Jt, ^ailtlJitl, 



According 

of 8tU June, . . 

a former .Admimatrator for the Northern 
Territory telicves in ttog^nga^ H deter- 
rent of crime. Commenting laii. |' t%ent 
statement by Judge Wells at DSsiri^ that 
flog^^' cwkh^ be mure suitable far nat- 
dtein .U»|!^ Mn Waddell 

PIP .h^ ai '.adr^uisUr^tfO.i' had 

4&viril^ lirai that flja^^ !i cpinl^e 
lit jfHMit of the tribe, was the #s>st irn- 
IttfEsive wa^ of interiiretiiiig tihe while 



KOHTHSRN TERBITOBY 

■• 'tja't fotlowin^ is an e.-ctract from "Tlie 
5J<'i*fli«irn, .Standard", of iJarwin, Friday, 
soth Hay, 1^38: 

"K'jGibs l>avey, a balfcaste, was sen- 
'tliini^d to two montliH imi)risounient with 

, bard taliour when' he pleaded t,'t"hy to 
having rtisufificrt;nt lawful means of sup- 
port. The Poliet: I'roseciitor (Sergt. U. 
K, J^ridgland) said bavey had lakcn 

' some goods from \m okl man's camp at 
the 2i Mile. When arrested he acimittcd 
he had taken the food. He said he had 
no swag, or ptovisions, and oivncd noth- 
ing bill the clothes he slond in, Dnvey 
was a mimad imd roartied the busti nloiic. 
On one occasion he was found weak nnti 
helpless, and admitted ih?; hWJ" Ih*«l oil 

. snakes and goannas^ 



OAiTBS IN NQETH 

t(4tH^ to the "i^ottbsaai StaiidattI", 

bSriVtil, 7th Jiinu, 1938: 

While discussion has been gtiing un 
what -to do with our aiwrigijials, ihere is 
a far greater problem looming up: that 
i,s the balfcasti: and liis progeny. The 
aboriginal will, in die course of lime, liu 
iioii-esistent Tht halfcaste i."! the re- 
verse, nnd is increasing rapidly. They 
are being reared and educated under the 
same iitandiirds as the white children 
horn ill the North. What is going to hap- 
])cn wlieii they leave school and go out 
on to the labour market? In thu Koutheni 
States they were bred out by inter- 
marrying with the whiteii, but the north 
is a totally dififureiit proposition. Here 
we have the Asiatic strain which pre- 
dominuleSf and the offspring marry back 
into that strain (l^ast is L^ast and West 
is West, elc). This is something for 
puliticians. religious bodies and refunn- 
ers to Blndy, Nut being a .^f^lf^ 
Euclid, il is be^'uiid me. 



The MtiiiWBf fw the Intertor* Mv. Mc- 
Rwitn, and other Omtntmm'e^rth .Min- 
isters, have recently vfsHed Central (ind 
North Ausimlitu 

Citfxen Rights liave l^n pimmised for 
"some" AJjonginea. 

Why not fur nil? , 



TJfei JL0t <^ His f 

Mejiry Kendall, whose poems are probably the most-known of all 
such written by an Australian-born, was born at Ulladuila, on the south 
eoast of New South Wales, in 1841, and he died in Sydney forty-one y^CpS 
Jl^iietj. aiijEl was buried at Waverley cemetery, where there it a 'ineiWi^ml: 
^Tumil' on.his grave, which is a shrine for' literary pilgrims. 

THE LAST OF HIS TBIBE. " ' ' 

Jte egawfees, and buries his face on his hnees, 

,jte8t h;#ss in the darl* of his hair; 
ip^l^r hijJKtinot look np to the storm"Stii}tt*Sj StSfefe. 
' think of th« loneliness there — 

Of the loss and the loneliness there. 

Tlic wallaroos grope through the tufts of the grass. 

And turn to Lheir coverts for fear ; 
liut he sits in the ashes and lets them pass 

Where the boomt^riing's sleep with flic spear — .'^ , 

With the nulinli, the sling and the spear, 

Uloola, behold him! The thunder that breaks 
On the lops of tlie roclis witti the rain, ., ■ 

And the wind whicii drives up with t)te sail of the lakes, 
Have made him a hunter agattt 
A Imnter and fisher again. 

For his eyes have bccii full with a smouldering thought; 
Hill lie dreams of the hunts of yore. 

And of foes that he sought, and of lights that he fought 
Wilh those whti will hiittlc no more — 
Who will go to ths battle no more. , ' 

It is well that the water which tumbles and fills 

Go^ moaning and moaning along; 
For an echo rolls out from the sides of the hills. 

At ihe ^^i^iiind' a woi^ieirfijl sgs^; 

Attd hti sees, thmugh the r^tk of the ataltering fogs, 

The tftnt^orea warlike a^ |rto« 
Attd the (uhra who «at 1^ ^ Ar^ ^ l^^*^ 

To watch, like a nu)tf»l*eri tor him — 

t^alce a mother and moUriitiF for him. 

Will he go in htir ttlee^ Jrom ffh*^ desiiatc 
Like a chief, .to the. test of his taee, , ^ 

With the honey^'vc^cad wwnaii who hedcons and ataMs*: 

' .And gteatntt tike a dream itt his face - ^ . 

Like a marvellous dmm in his* face? •>^*' " iss 



Aburigiiies Progc^mye Association^ 

New* from Tares (N.S.W.) is that 
Alforigines there have refused to do 
"work for rations", as they consider that 
no Official has the legal right to with- 
hold rations or impose conditions 011 the 
i.^isiie uf same, as cvc.ry Aboriginal, nn- 
ahle to secure employment, is entitled to 
rations while unemployed. Our i^^plc 
are willing tij; Wti^ JxMr V?a^|| Jwi 
for I'iitioijti.. 



NB,WS AND NOTES. 

The E>^ecutive Committee Iitts feti^ 
carefully watching dcvcloiHiH^)^ :0- 
jjarding pruposed new legislation iti NeW 
.South Wales. Wc are not skilful "lobby- 
ists", tike live atithropologtsts and miss- 
ionaries who are pestering Members of 
Parliament, bul we hav(.; done our btiil, 
through "The Abo Call" and otherwise 
to place the point ot view of tlie Aborig- 
ines thertissrW^ beSitc ttieitttiefs flj iul 
parties. 

.Splendid reports have been received 
from Singleton, Walgctt, Collnrenebri, 
Mungindi, and Moree, regarding the in- 
terest of Aborigines in "The Abo' Call" 
and in the work of our Association. Our 
p^iupic arc scatteied all over the place, 
and we cannot easily reach them, hamp- 
ered as we are lor fniids lo carry on our 
organising work; but we have rlebnite 
proof that "The Alio Call" is Iraveirmj^i 
far and wide, bringing our message of 
h<j[)e anti; 't9psiK;t|^!^<^' ,t^: 
people. 

Al>origines at Tuncester (N.S.W.) 
euinpiain thai attempts have Ijeen made 
to intimidate the Alwrigines into teav- 
ii^ Wie Tuttce&ter Re serve l^i order to 
fuFce them m to tmothcr ISeservc. Thta 
ittattcr was ^i^^y hrouglit hy ^he 
Asitoeiatton l»loi^ the notice of Mr, 
IMttt (Seerrtary; A*P. Hoard), and also 
Mare Ofhlnct ItftnistLTs nn«f membcra 
of I'ariiaincnI. 

Pending new Icgislatian. we advise all 
Aborigine.'; tu resist intimidatioM, hi' pol- 
ice, managers, or inspectors of the A. P. 
Hoard, and tu rofuRe to he "hluflcd" in- 
to moving away from their present bfimcs 
to Government Reserves. When the new 
Act becomes taw, we shall study its prgr 
vi,<i!oiis and aidvliBe A4^9(^^tM!i»: «>!f their 
position. 1 



Ma ihe.Aborli^tKs l-^rogressive Asso- 
c]atli»» today, and Ijetp iti the great fight 
for fmaUdpavOft »f out' peoj^le by aur 
mwii efiforts. ?fo white pwon can be- 
cornc a metiiber of 1^ jAtSsndation, 
-htcli is coitttTCilled tiy. .^il^oi^nes only. 
There are no misstonadlifSNpr ajdtiitapitiloi- 
gisia in oitr Association:, do nG^ 

supijort any political jorty^. W%.-«tsntl' 
lor Aborigines progress and ffllf-help; 
loin tlie As.iociation today. Memtjcrs' 
2/- ])er annum. Apply to Aborigiiies 
P)'og;r:<t!Si;ive Associatiot}, saga WxaiKth 



NRW MEMBERS OF THE 
ASSOCIATION 

Mr. P. Mosley, Kempscy, N.S.W. ; 
Mrs. li, Mosley, Kemp.sey, N.S.W, ; Mr, 
F. Lajifrlo, tCilklvan, Queensland; Mrs. 
Si. Langlij, Kjlldvan, Queensland ; i tiss 

Ijtjton, Sytifiey, N.ft.W.; MUs f. 
Saitdy, Be«ttdesei*'f, Qujieiw^Rtta, 



Re ad . . . 

"THE ABO CALL"' 
The Voice of the Aborigines 

per dozen, 
.fj^pt: the ]>uhlishc]-s 
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THB ABO CALL.. 





Wlial: chance Imvu the Australinii AIju- 
I'igines o£ surviving in Australia a.-i Ji 
ilistiiict race of human beings? 
■ By the laws of Nc^i-' South Wnlifs, I'uv 
InstancL', jirii'botly with any proportion 
oi Aboriginal blood comes within tho 
definition fit Ahoriginaf, mici unclur thtisc 
liiws tlicy art subject to distriniiiiatory 
political, social and ctonomic disadvfin- 
liiges intended to bring- nlmut ihtrir tilli- 
mate ex terrain at ion. 

Probiiljly no nmaner treiitmeiil of a 
subject ract is in rjperatioii in thi; world 
totlaj' tlian is that practised by the White 
afjainst the Blatk Australians. J3y no 
sectioJi of t)i(j White eomniunily are the 
blacks, or their w-liite or any other col- 
oured admixtures, tre;itcd htitnaiiely iti 
AustraMa; they are always treated as 
inferior human beijiga, out oi prejudice 
sod ieoi&mtm and « pe^w^esl ''^ifn-al- 

The "curst" oi the Britisli ctiimiiiiis 
— and worse, the "curse" of the brutal 
convict system of the, British — under 
which White Australia was founded — 
is still upon lis Whitt: Australisiis : from 
the first il sprc;id ii brutal iiiiit' inlluence 
upon the whole of Australian human 
life, and from ilie first the Aboriginals 
were, for by far tlic greater part, treated 
brutal h': nothinj,' \\'liatever which the 
Blaolts' have done, in i-etalialion or clu- 
fencc, has reaehed nearly to the degree 
of brulalitry of the L-omino!) practices of 
tlic Whiles atr«i!"sl them. 

The whole spirit oi the Whites against 
the EJaehs in Austialia has been degratl- 
ed and degrading:. There has never been 
il White Austiali:iri conimunity-con- 
scioHsnes,'; that it li,as treated the BlaoiiS 
brutal!)' and stupidly. Sucli nidividuais, 
«r even seclioiis, of the White Commun- 
ity, who b:ivc made sincere efforts to 
ameliorate Uic bad candttions which the 
comitiff of the Whites inflicted on the 
Blacks, have been ullcrly unable to make 
any real progress against the iiitlueiice 
of' the apathy, tallousiicss and hostility 
of the White community as a whole. In 
spite of itie Whites needing increase of 
population for their own self -protection, 
and for a progressive and full develop- 
inent of Australia, they have always act- 
ed in such a way as to reduce the Black 
populaliou. It has hceii with the Whites 
as if they had a feeling — al whidi tliey 
hEive not been ckarly conSf^tiErUi^^ — ' thfl:t» 
at lesist in some ways, fflfti 
superior to the Whites iths#M^, 



that under civijisint' influences the Blacks 
in Australiti were more likely than not 
tu Dut-survive the Whites, unless the 
Whites e\ terminated tlieni. The general 
While fair of the Yellow, Brown and 
I 'lack \A a tnaiiifest weaknes!^ of tlie 
Whites, and therefore weakens the- ef- 
fect of their civiUsation, with themselves 
iis w«ll as vntU the ottt6^. 

Thi! aHttsh WhJt^ ffw^; Isfuir civil- 
isptitin upon the Ajti^pilfe: iiliefei by. 
the might of punptti^^ttifei' » true 
eoii(jut!st !>)', sttp«Hority tit .vtrtta, The 
Australian Blactcs had tip tH^tOit^ than : 
what (.'hance Ijavc th^y tipw? — with 
rtipre. than sSN-autd-a^lialf iniilion Whites 
j?^lttliv ttieir. awn eighty theasantll — 
m^- s: sBniler niinori^ than one in 
'there is lib erime, no fliattisr 
Wa#¥rtrtal, that tlie Blacks could .^QOiEii- 
niit agiiiiust thtr Whites that the WliTt^ 
have not committed against the Blauks, 
Wliat . can tlic A^r'tpncs^i Progressive 
Assoc^tfeii Htiti to advanciC their cause? 
To put any trtist whf^e.^:^ in the Aus- 
traliiin Whites woi^cl 1?e sheer blind 
weakness. The AUon|^^:.i.nM^«t pDtite^t 
tlieir catise for flictnsiiiJv^ >— 'M^it it tft 
their Ijtijitt of ^^l^i^. 

]\i issioiiarles have claimed to be sending 
the .souls of dead Aborigines to Heaven, 
but the titith of (be daim has never haci 
TOiifirmatifjii from even one soul : but 
proof that the number of liviiif; bodies 
has reduced is easily procurable. 

The anthropologists treat the Ahiirig- 
iires ris human specimens, and make ])rc- 
tcncc of value for the results of their 
own investigations — seientifie bluff, for 
they know no more of the Blacks than 
they r!o of their own Whiles, Their pro- 
lesstnns and claims are made tfj ignor- 
ance. 

And when have Australian govern- 
ments ever done anything for the Ela.cks ? 
The politicians have been White Aus- 
tralian enough to know the desire of their 
own kind for the extermination nf the 
Blacks, and, claimtiifj to bt democratic, 
h;ive ilonc what they thoiight best to 
"ensure extermination, for thejfF thcih- 
selves have desired il too, 

But now tlie Blacks tnay find some fin- 
al consolation iu the fact that the White 
Australian,'; are themselves in bialogica! 
decline hccausc of their inherent weak- 
nesses juid faults, of vs'hich the Blacks . 
have hecn the vktinjs for que hitrtdi?^ ' 



DEMRiniW TO Mv. UillG 

ihe Ahurigiites Progressive Associa- 
tion was courteously received by^ the 
Leader of the Opposition in the N.S,W. 
Parliament (Mr. J, T, Lang) u-hen the 
Executive Committee ai the Association 
waited on him ns a deputation, on 28th 

July- 

Letters had also been .^ent to llie Hrenr- 
ier (Mr. .Stevens) and to the Leader of 
the Country Tai ty (Mr, Uruxner), ask- 
ing for an interview, l)ut these gentlemen 
were not able to spare the lime to see us. 

Mr, Lang carefully listened to our ap- 
peal, imd asked many sympathrtic ques- 
rioiJ.s, conccrnltjg the pligiii uf our 
people, l ie promised lo watch our in- 
terests vrhi!ii the pif)prise(i new IggisiBtitHl 
comes l)cfore [Parliament, 

An immediate result 'of Olil Cli^lU^' 
tioii has been the fallowiiig two quWWMiS' 
asked by Mr. Lang in tNt'^iiv^^ *>fl th« 
3rd and 5th August: 
MR. LANG; fa the Colonial Secm^-j' 
aware that l)ccause some of the Abbrig* 
ji^ on ihn reaervu at Peak Hill refused 
Ki tttseegit mtfai they said was unfit for 
hTiniaii ct^ii^p^^T. Ahe has 

fine lntf>irii»rit(^ Will 



itDppc^l their ffitions W<^^i0? Will 
Minister liavo inituii^ga iltKaf; with a 
tQ having the posit'coil liie^fied ? 
MiR, (aQLj^AN"! 1 am mt ncquainteil 
•^ji tHd li^ftStgr iSfntlpiii'd the Lender 
M itiif teWt I will have it hi- 

>^^^|r<3j Will the Colonial .Secrcl- 
tijfllttiiifSs! whether iii,nruc(!otis have 
'i0ft!t\ :ftjr Ahofiginal cliiUlreii tp he 
irteriifiveii fif^ CfiSlarcttebri to Breiviar- 
rina? If so. will he direct that the mat- 
ter 1)C recon.sidered ? 

jVIK. GOIXAN: I will have hjtjwries 
tnadc in lire (f!fi?L*j5rjfl iihijt^wi**^^ 1# th^ti 



A Cry of Anguish 

FmU AK ABQRIGJUNAl. 



We have received the following letter 
from :m Abor!gln:Ll mother, who lives on 
a Government Reserve iii Queensland: 

"My child took sick on Monday uiom- 
ing, jotli Ma)', so 1 ttjok iitni oil Tues- 
day tnornmg, jist May to hwapital. He 
wiis given a dosti of castor oil, and smt 
back buim! m ma, the sums day. 

"Tliat ttigttt at 1 ti-m. he took a \sail 
turn, aOi l t^tubtid him tu hut>pital, \vhev« 
he MW^WH tt<tllorieii ppwd«r atld once 
ugain swt hmni FttftiSW itdmiftsion, 

"On W(}tbies«ay momUtg, ij* Jmi-c, 
the child vran h> a terrible ctmdiii^ih atid 
was gruaning with tcrrililt: ^n«i stt t 
louk hint again tc the hospUEff« . 

"I had to ^ak h«o houi^ tefore the 
Matron woutd s» ai«, and then he was 
adnilitcd t«> thtt ifos^fd iwd put to beil. 

"Tlicy miiry to esofnfort the child 
hi any way. Hft! was not given :i hot- 
water lxjti)Bir> keep him warn). Anyone 
could .Kve that this ehihl had duublc 
pneunwnia. 

"I wnited on the vtiranda U) ask for 
purniisslfin to sit Iwside iny sick child, a« 
my instinct told me it n'tjuld be the in.1l 
lime ) wftidd iwit! my ddld, 

"The matron refiised this permission, 
so ) then went home. 

"That nigbl 1 was called at I a.m. ami 
(did he had [Kifliied away. 

"I went tri lite ha^pitul ttnd asked tlie 
ni0it waiSjiteitti w*hai titnc he reall.v did 
pi^ away I but the w«j*teitan <oiitd n«l 
t!&)I tnu. as no-one was at Hjy elittd!tiij««^>^^ 
whw ii» illiid*'* 
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AUSTRALIA'S DARK BACKGROUND 



JiltiMost every AttiftSifiit eS^tt^ t)&sm 
tmrt township liaB a dark backi^^tt^di ix^ 
black fringe, tit' Uugih slums, in w'M&t:^ tha 
dciceiidati^l ^1 t^VfS^ElNil '^Mfti'ik'li^ 
shyly live,' .. " ' 

Thei'u are 10,000 Abod^nca in Mew 
South Wales, ftf wboin ^,omj are classed 
as halfHi:^i^> .--jiKtf'''t^^' gsa!||tfe-.,to»'*)f 
mul. feel Wi^-^M ^. ifl^^i W- 
longing tel ^ ^t^^HiiS 

They st« not iiilowtid 1j6 eiter jp^lic* 
housed; 1m « ciHiiife, lyfticii i».;t3i«' preat 
pasttiiiiiii 6? ttiie iyfite LpMs tiii(l MstStiers. 

They are not allowed to attend dance's, 
e.\cep( perhaps as shrinking .spcctator.Si 
peering in at the doors at thc: Itappy 
white people enjoying themselves^ 

Oitm their cMklren are debarred 
frttni'i^tttiiding the public schools, 

13ilUftJccn white men come leering after 
the wives and , daughters of the liark, 
AustrEilians, and do not rtispect any fe- 
males of the dark race, hw^yet* res^t^- 



PoHce bttllNif die datfe ^eo.^; clerg^nita. 
preach at them, authropotoigtAts'arttenifjt 
to "study" them. .. 

What is the gi-eat Krimt^ 'af-wA'pa^iK, 
that ive should he tri:ate4 m iwdt * ec^W" 
artlly faahiaii by the dvei'^ti£(ilnh%'numJ 
l>ers of the white iraeti? 

ongcr to pleaae. Without the aid of the 
dark people, 'AuGtr^Ha ^uld tie ver , have 
becH' opened up and -limeeFed by^ Ihe. 
whtltts. Our peo^e w«rs anxious ^'hdl{i^ 
the whit^en, and to team fhv'itew Vayri" 

of cn'ilisallon. 

Yet toriay, 150 years, after .'tlie; 'fii*t; 
settlenieiit of Australia hy whitemeftyj(kur 
pej^le arc still ivmsc off ffiaif '-aW/ 
:b(iai^ ^f ^l%e A.^d, \»fbo arc at lf^si^iieSi. 
fdr ii^' jhjii^ jiirljite owners. ■ - 

the . htaefe «n«i^ ^ fair name 

Australia/' ,. ' ■ \ 

Not until White Australians td^'tib; 
.behave decently. towards.!.tKe-.daVlc:Au^ 
tmllaiis will this Conimonv/ealth be' able 
to boast that it is a. i^viltsed teommuai^. 



THE GOVERNMENT'S CALLOUS 
TREATMENT OF THE 
ABORIGINES 

The iaws thai arc operated by the 
Aborigines' I'roLtction Hoard ;irf 
the ino.st callon.s and imjust lh:i! 
could Ije imposed upon ;uu' primitive 
race. Thc Cloveniment louks after Abo- 
rijjinijs so well that at last the latter have 
formed an Association to fight these laws 
which are today "protecting" Australian 
Aborigines. We have only to look at the 
[nisi history of Tasmania, to see liow the 
government there protected the blacks of 
that state, So thoroughly that they Wjirg 
exterminated. There is not today aba tl^- 
tfig Tasmmian Alwni^nai. Ts this what 
our N.S.W/ Governnitint k blending 
thtoi^ ^li c^entdoft of its Board? 

£w fkm ibe Gov«rtttiiertt awl its. 
Hoard staviml "pt^ai^f^* ii/H -Ahmp' 



ines there h;is Ijeen nodiing but misery, 
poverty and btoodshed. Why should thc 
novernmeiit keep on with liullying^ tactics 
— forcing these people to live in misery 
und stjrrow? For 150 years these cruel 
la^s pertaining lo the Alwrigines have 
been in force. Is it not time these laws 
were rcsciiidcd aiitt new li(ws enacted 
fjdviiig fuJJ #tj!is!j rij^bts ite> ^1 ■:^j^a0g-' 
inea? 

If the Governinent wants to iillim.itely 
e.\tenninate these people, as it has been 
slowly (lijiitg through all these years, why 
do they not do die }ol> p.roperly, as thej' 
did in the«arly days. of this country's his- 
tory ? — Give Itcen^s to the white people 
to shout them dowdl - 

ir the A, p. Mtmrd t-tsHlty 'desUietl. to 
assist the Abori^ne^, Jtii action; westo 
be moutd«d' to a fur dif^r«ttt 5ii^tt«tn B 
that which they are itsintf te^y. 



BELONG 

by Ian Mudie 

They're tryiqjf td cdnvifie^ you you don't belott$ 
where ttte wirelcgs di'ownd yt9t4-' cottt^xKtsc songr 
thcy'rtf trj^iijf t0 kkk yovi the cil^'; 

they talk of y'our whole dark race us "!a pltjf",' " 

They seem lo forget that tt all is your.s 
ns iong as iheir "home" land drFigs and di'iiw^ ' 
that while old I'luropc is the, whti^ of their S0%;, 
dammll, Jacfcy; «fey d«»Htt'J»iong:t , ' 

JJfimn il, Jaeky, yrju knrjvr it tool ■ ' 

The whole dHiiiii country ijutpii^ tt|::;pj|t:ir '* 
'JtioyVG fn^sm belonged fnt'^MM-* i^|f. * ' 
for Europe Is only a dretim away^ 

Damn il, Jacfcy, it's not Adelaide 

— it's Europe, thill's the way Lh^^feliiliadil!* 

Th^V $eft it q11 a;!) j^'flthic spirett, ' : ' !' 

Ih<iy JKSver Bsilce sijpwri fire* 

Eh;tl lca(t and curl a wreatli nf .>;]noke 

from one black bloke trj the nest blacK- bloke, - 

slf^alUng fnr across the range 

"f tnet #11 AuRtrafiani just for a change I" 
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CAPRICORNIA 

Tocktf is the tragic heroine of Xavicr Herbert's great navel 
"Capricoritia" • — the "black-velvet" novel of the Australian North' 
ern Territory. One of the several great - episodes of her life is her 
escape, frmn the Aboriginal Ccmpound at Port Zodiac aad .ker long 

ion). 

Having (tvchnicallu) murdered a man — unbeknown to anybody 
if^t bertt^ — Ahe thought 9he had btea incarcerated in the Com- 
piimitf jwndtfii^ It «jhww tfds teaa THit Bo tn taet. ' 

- . iTHe, below ifrtm, Cftat^ ThSxt»4wor mvi eimimm!^. 



Xofky «iritintied to v?«8h for die iri#r 
rea^ liai Instead of s\tx^ng \vit\t the 
tiUiidinit^ tMstarda In the Halfcaatcs 
Botue w^8 lodttd tttt at night in the mat- 
mdt^ »ecA\m of the 'Gompouiul. She 
remained at the Genaptttrnd for two full 
fMiUtfb&i occupied mainly with laumliy- 
Wfii-fc and with penrtering over the cliiiiigL' 
in■hw:■bt^dyi'a«d^sWitlf brootlme on Unk- 
ing feaVi. -A* no-ooe had told her why 
wrag ccmiinedi sli^ believed it vns. on 
account of heV crime and suppQsett that 
she would 1)e (ixecuttd some day. By 
(jucstloning conirncles sbj! CSIT«ne«i her- 
self that they knew lttjtl«:-atfi|iilt her crinoe. 
That seemed natural enough. They knew 
little about aiij'thing hut poverty and 
humiliation. However, she had not fouiici 
the niatroit so i^'nornnt. One day whilo 
ironing in that bdy'sprtseiici; she njddc 
bold to ask whether They were going to 
Kill lier. The ladj' engrossed in her own 
thoughts at first, then alavmctl for the 
safety of her clothing, replied sharply, 
"It wouldn't he mucK loss if they did 
— Ow ! And I'll kill ypo too i£ you burn 
those things — ' you liS^lfls^ ^^ 'Watdl 
vvhat you're doinjir!'' 

To Tocky's mind tlic conditions of 
iter imprisontnent were :Lt variance witli 
those of the condemtied iiiurderers of 
Norman's tafcs onlj; in two respects, that 
she yyais not restrained with stones and 
bars and certainly not well fed. The ad- 
vantage to be tiiktn of the jack of bars 
occurred to her one Saturday afternoon 
\yhile the attention of the \i-hite stipurin- 
teridents was concentrated on a game of 
bridge and that of die humbler residoni» 
oit a rowdy game of footi>at1. She left 
her prison forthwitii. 

' She ran to the , beach and into the 
Water, and .after assuring herself that siie 
had not, been seen, Avaiked to the rocks 
of Fathead Point, keepiu^r to the water 
all the way for fear of leaving tracks 
for traitors. At the Point she was forc- 
ed b)' the depth of the water to qome 
ashore, and forced to struggle for 
a mile or [noic over antl under and be- 
tween and at-ouiid huge rocks that look- 
ed as tiiough they had been Hung: thiere in 
some gigantic t^tW i^itfij^ t'fev j^^ 
ful gods of old. TWi&th lif .ife WMl 
t^or midget preiniant semi-Eavagc "toctj 
knew, , nothing of thj? (ipds of old, nor 
loijiainifaiEc would Mm- thought of such 
SnMai frj', heme. aSi »tie •syas engrosaecl in 
the' seemingly impossible,, task_ of escap- 
ing from the .Masters of Mankind. 

At last she a>ai:)icd Mattiuiga Bcacli, 
Imt for over an hour was denied the 
long-awaited joy' of stecpiiw bleeding 
feet in ^llky santls hy a crowd of people 
iouncing' in die grove oC toootuits be- 
yond the Ilttle crtsat she first ttinat cross, 
fl % crowd^ whites, mostly chiW- 
& |ki«nie of G\a Sunday-school she 
raii^sed at once, recognising: the silk-clad 
M^tii of n rotund t'ed-faced man as that 
df the Rev. Finchlcy Runclter, who some- 
times came to the Compound tdi t^n^ Ms 
gospel of humility, 

Sunday-school "[Hcniel Cal<es and fruit 
an.d.lpUi^ and. sweety, drinks galore, Al- 
H^uig^ Totky Imd never ttdten ^art in a 
sundSy-school picnic, the Rev. Mr. 
Kandter never having !ntrDd»c<^. that 
paxloi his ritual intd the Cdin|}&tmdt she 
knpw^ all the»^^!t^^iy 
functions, having Bjpait rntitiy a stolen 
afternoon with eoHnirtHl comrades watcti- 
Inj; the ricli ones from the scrub and 
wattrng' to pounce on their leavings. The 
knowledge made conCincincnt to the rockR 
less irksome. Sbc settled herself, an'r! 
stnirking iti anticipation of tlic feasit.tliat 
wptild be hers if sbe beat ilic ants to the 
leavbt^, watched Mr. Randter beating 

|^:;^tiiii^;t;$iiiifii,M Hipi 



. teviialion to Almightjf C^d W 'theni 
in their, feas&ig. 

"rhe ahsdowa of the coconuts cfept far , 
gold tame flowing from the liafbour up 
the creek; the Christians, having packed 
their l>e1)ics full and sung thanksgiving; 
unto Him who dealt si; well with them, 
pack-cd up their bags and wm% ofT laugh- 
ing. 

Tocky catni;;.Q.ttf o{:.M)#ii^ks, plunged 
into the goMtfe H^S^ lij* up the ailky 
beadi. There wefa scriips galore, delic- 
toujil se»(ps, corn«l'^|iieef ftai^wiches with 
mustard and pa^ry witfi cream, a little 
gritty with sand!, perbajE>B, hut not anty 
with ants as thisy should have been but 
for the Crcat Biniyip's good sense in 
.sending ants home ;it smidown. Sbc 
«; rap peel up aonn; of the leavings in a 
])iecc oi paper, and .munching went her 

iv;i_v iiii-ough the :eoi^)ti>;gtxl^ :w<^^ 

tht' Meat works. 

Il w;is dark when she leaclied the 
Tiklvii Point road. She folloived flic road 
that left it for the 2-Mile where most of 
the railway-workers lived. Sbc passed 
thiTOugh the settlement of 2-Mili: like 
a wraith, unseen hut seeinfC all, watching 
verandas and lighted windows, listening 
to the clatter of dishes and the clack' of 
tongues. Some little distance past, the 
last house she dived into the scrub, chmb- 
cd llie raitway-emhankintnt, continued 
Oil her way down the road of still-warm 
^tcel, 

She wallicd for hours in the easy-go- 
ing unlive style, with Lody loose and 
drooping forward, hands clasped behind 
the back, heels raised, toes turned in, 
the converse of (he whiteman's style, but 
no less effective as an easy mode of go- 
ing far and fast for all that. The sleep- 
ers, buried to the lops in gravel and 
overgrown with couch, we.rc good to 
tread on after rutty stony roads, and 
more, were spaced as though to suit her 
[naces. Little paces. About three tftotis^ 
and to the mile,, three-quarters of a 
million to the? joitme>% Nafc ^at Tocky 
CAlcuUtecl so. She laiew Jted pdire was 
a hundred mites aw^, T»it realii^ what 
distance wm iio: more tJuui most folks 
do. Sbe v/m, bowever, itutt: a&aid of dis- 
tance as most 'fol{!»at^. She wotjid have 
walked to Ikitmim litid it suUed her; 
even though she; knew |^ie niight he oc- 
cupied in travclting unto th^ third and 
fourth generation, 

The ^nt^ji jra»ion pce(>ed lavet the 
hui^j, amy ^3 iiihc co$it^t was clears and 
'sfi^iijW- ctittilied the; A silver road 
t&t Tis^ i^iv, '^'mi; lyent, and on 
and .cnru, till fcier fet^ Ijt^prt to miw the 
sleepers, tatigle in the grtbs> stub C6es on 
bolts of fish-platea, stagger off the road. 
One silver cmek she crossed, nod aiiotb- 
cr, all singing sirens', songs to tired feel. 
At; length the feet succumbed, defied 
their captain,' .-tjlic fearful mind, and 
sta^gereti dtiwii to drown themselves in 
4woty ny/itti^tjleas. She bathed, drank, 
^jbnuS^h^ ^ f titf-Ien^th on dewy grass ■ to 
rest a while and listen to her friends the 
frog.s and v^'atch her friend^ ^.itars t£it 
— ho I the atai^ were pik md the 
while-hut stui was haf^^Hlf hi t}%es 
and the froggy chorus drb^aHed fn the 
|iopi)opj)oppo]jj)iiig of a fettieiS? ti^idUe)'. 
Site just had time, to hide, 

Toeky loved frogs for their sparkling 
eyes aiid merrj- songs and friendly ways,' 
bnt did not scruple eating them If need 
lie. There wns need that morning. Apolo- 
getically she .slaughtered live and ate Iheic 
itclitate legi! with daintj' bamboo-shoots, 
concluding her meal "with native goose- 
berries, a ,stlek-lottd of sugar-bag honey 
drawn from a t^fll^^vei jnCerjatal 
water, 

mt tew' My; jujit hefieije; tmm 



she was scared off the ts»gk^_.thc re- 
turning trolley. In mid^«il^iai|pn lithe 
ivas scared again,' when,' '&^^iM^g-f>Vt-^f^' 
a reedy swantp from Initttkc Kir roots 
iaiKl dijislMS|^> «he law a hulPbulfalo on 
the raijipay jiat twentj' yards aivay. She 
ifeU 6n hct face. The heasi did not .lee 
her. He was looking eastwiird, 
great head rooping, snuffling. .So he stood 
for several minutes, while a !;*vnrni of 
fjie."; buKKed around liis scaly pig-like 
hide, and while marsli-llles and mosijuit- 
oes and leeches dealt ivith Tock}'; then 
he left the ioad and ufjiKleivd into the 
bush, Tocky did not muvc lill .sliti could 
stand the draining of her Ijlood no longer. 

On she went and on and on. Early 
next morning she came upon a gang of 
fettlers at work; or rather at rest, be- 
cause they were squatting on their 
haunches among their tools, talking and 
smoking. Their voices in the windless 
golden air murmured like music; ana 
their smoke rose high like incense. 

At noon that day the mail-tvai]i pas;, 
ed on its way to the Melisande, passed in 
a cloud (if dust and smoke, and passed 
in .T moment, leaving Tocky witli a little 
more understanding of digGimjC^ the 
slowness of her feel:. 

At midday on the fourth day she was 
delighted to sec the famitJar ruitis o^ the 
Uarrison auddeolj? Q^tear^Aft jliift rotuid^^t 
a pandanus; tlitcKet., She Ie¥t the road at 
the littif j!^ic4 ^Vi#^^h whom site still 
.it^mm^ 0i'Wi' Wm^'^mi to keep his. 
tiieycle, arid wdfcw igej.'fe*!; JP^M' 
toirards the house. Ilkliiife'm 'Itl^ 
r^r AmtHi's cotild evetr conviiaG^ hw ^^vt 



siie was not an O 'Cannon Ijoru. She 
thought of aki Tint as she citimbed thie 
hill, and hatfwsiy tip turned off to loot 
at his grftve. It was easy to find, being 
the one: hare patck «i the hillside. The: 
feltlers Who fashioned it had steriliaed 
the aitte in r.iilway-style with weed- 
poison. In f.ict they 1i;td made a rail- 
way job of it in every ttctail The 
mound was gravelleii ;uid sl-.ulved at the 
edges; the fence was of forty-five pound 
rsiil-s; the cross at the head of it was a 
steel sleeper to which was bolted an iron 
plate in which some patient and bitter 
fellow had inacdbed vrftii a drllt ti«r 
epitaph : . 

TiM O 'CANNON 
FETTLER 
UtliSmtD BY TRAFFIC I>Btf 
XMAS DAY igaj- 

Tocky's attciiliou was'suddenly drawn 
by the bray of a donkey. On Ihc broW 
of the hill she saw two donkeys grazing, 
a white one and a I'oan, which, she in- 
stantly recognised us Ciio Sck Ching's in- 
separable Lidjin and Poltix. She did 
not know that Cho was the cause of her 
recent misery, nor much about that 
Whidi he had <aitsi£d Noisnaii and Mailc 
btit ivsis wdn awsre that h« waig one 
th^ lowest tild blffi^i^^$ m ihe 
of tti« eatth, havirij^ h^ly hea}^':Korman 
often say so. Thdrefort; i^ie did not go 
near tlie htFuse, guessinjg itt^i Cho was 
camtii^ th^* "^it AJdiSijf 'it ■ "Vi^W-Hyt 
matfe- far ^u^'^^mSk- smi isMtat m: 
to $ted Gtehrc, 



West Ausfraliaii Permit Syst^ 



The followii)jLj letter vvas sent to the 
Editor of The West Australian, Perth's 
chief daily paper, and was pulitlshed by 
him in his paper's issue of 3rd June last. 
We non; publish it nt the request of a 
Imlfcaste Aboriginal residinji^ in Perth : — 

CARE OF NATIVES 

Exemption Difficulties. 

Sir, — The reply of the Acting-Chief 
Secretary [Mr. Gray) is lamentably 
^^'eak to those who know the facts. The 
permit ri\','itL'tii, though it CKiated on paper 
for years, has not been applied to the 
area south of Gerald ton to an)' extent, 
I know farmers who have employed nat- 
ives for 10 years atid hiiye aiBWBr had a 
permit and when last i'Wtr iitfi^rtrt^fd' that 
the)' nn!St obtain a permit, have simply 
cut out the native labour. Mv is still 
further astray in the natives- ahili^ to 
get exemption. 

Under the Act the native hstd * fttcas- 
me of justice secured him by ^^atUahieJit 
in that he oouM ap^i to a Magistrate 
who could "taafco toty order as in hia 
(^ton the Ju^ce of ^ case rcduires'', 
and «evei«l fiaies vet« ao deiHd^ in fav- 
our of the natives and against the De- 
partment of Native Affairs ; but the pro- 
ixisetl regulations considerahlT' narrow 
his chances. 'The first of these refuse* 
to allow a native of any «i»Iottr to^oi^^e 
a legal practitioner to p^sSeilt his iaie, 
att^tenigh it provides for l^e Cointnisston- 
er i<i VjiAduct thei pi^oolftidhi^ against 
hint. The Commissioner is familiar with 
court proceedings and has on tiiis ques- 
tion, at leaitj at mudi Iniowlcdge as an}' 
legal nracniSbnisr; whereas the native h.is 
probably never entered n court-house 
previously, would naturally be in a funk, 
and have no ehance of effectively con- 
ducting a cate on ,wW^ hi* liwdelin'de- 
IJtnded. 

The mo<it p^tlglehold the new 
regulations |iAt on thcnatlveis' fight for 
freedom Is No. 141— "No certiSraie M^itl 
Ik issuetl in favour of any native who 
lives or ftssdciates with natives who are 
not e.\empted." Tliis practically prevents 
thft native getting to the Magistrate, as 
lie must absolutely cut himself adrift 
from all his relations and filends before 
he can suhndt: liis case. Let white people 
put themselveii in the natives' place and 
ask whether tliey would iiccej)! exemption 
from the Act on tho.'sc tcrm.s. Our ob- 
jective should he to exempt all wlirj are 
ea|)iii)le of taking their place iu the work 
of the community and to prepare those 
who are not so fitted as soon as possible. 
No, 142 reads: "Exetuptioii will not be 
llitied l^ifa n^tve}i#i|^:M lapij)^ rehi^ 



tions witli another native and not legallj' 
married." Why enforce as a condition 
of freedom a higher standard than we 
dare apply to ourselves? No. 143 de- 
clares that "a certificate of e.xemplion 
may include wife or children vintler 14", 
Oi! the other hand, it may not, ^lui the 
Commissioner can at any lime lake away 
tJie children of a perfectly well-behaved 
father ,-tnd mother. 1 could multiply the 
extra harilsbips these regulations impose, 
but I urge that at least no further disabil* 
ities than the Act be placed on the natives 
in )'egar<l to exemption. Ate wc not sat- 
is ft e< I to leiive thi.s mattcr.tsf pdma^'lUsV:-. 
tice to OUT Miigistratcs? ' • 

Without CNcmption natives cannot 
work unlcs.s their employers will get a 
pennit, camioi marry the person of their 
choice, cannot have any secttrity in rc- 
taininf,' their children, and cannot obtain 
their free citizenship unless they re- 
nounce and desert all iheiv kith and kin. 
Are not these four fundjimental rights 
of a people hnrn in their own country, 
under (he British flag, educated in our 
schoolsj readinff our newspapers and 
brought up for four generations ivithin 
our cultunil and social conditions, the 
denial of which constitutes tiie nearest 

thte tic): steveejt in Briti^ i^pi^e? 



To all AbQjrigrinej ! 



Memi)erslt)p tiniitcd to persons of 

j1 /(■!(( 6 i' Cf' Kiilisrrit'livit: 

TWO bl-llLLINGS A YliAR 

Send r.O, to 

'['lie Atturigiiic!! t'ruitrcsdmAwDelnltun 
^Qftt EllzabEth .9tAi^ 
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